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... « 0 smith. Hillsboro. 7a. Pocahontas Co. W& 

ft CV^I — COAL* ■ 

In ISI2 Sheldon Clark of the Levels took up land on Srlery Knob and ^ 

short ly after discovered coal this section la about 4400 feet above sea lev 

W el,the next thing to do was open this coal up so with the help of Johny B Ke- 

nnioon of Hillsboro and George Lee of Millpolnt they built a road from the 

M forks of the road known as the crossroads to the coal bank on Briery Knobb, 

Shersan,Peter,Alvan,Henry and Preston Clark helped build the road they were i 

f eons of Sheldon Clark. 

This was a drift mine and the first coal mined there was wagoned to I 
The Little Levels to be used by farmers,stores and t$y Blacksmith s in their | 
shops ,in later years this was operated by nils McCarty,K.O Tfade and Nick Me- 
Coy they having secured a contract with Smith & Whiting who were working for 
The St.Lawrence Boom & Mfg.Co of Ronceverte who were Manufacturing the white 
pine of Focahontas County on the East side of the Greenbrier River,McCarty,7iade 
and McCoy furnished Smith & *7hiting near 15 O tons of coal for which they rece¬ 
ived from $ 12.to $l4. 00 a ton delivered to them at Laurel Run where they we¬ 
re operating at that time this was something like Igg4 & g£. 

The next mining was done by George 7/alton as he rented it for a per¬ 
iod of five years selling the coal he mined to the Blacksmiths,to stores and 
for use in private homes after/ his contract was out Kit Thomas and Norvel w 
- ^rk operated the mine in the fall of the year for some two years and after 
that the mine l&yed idle for a number of years but in 1934 or 35 S.C Barthol- 
leased the dine he of Hillsboro he had the mine reopened track was layed 
the coal mined and carted out over this track by hand he employed from 3 to 
\ i~er. v.e year around using more men during the rush season the Government owned 
the mine so the C.C.C built a good road to the mine Bartholomew fu— 
***** trucks when the road was completed this mine did a good buein- 
■ ■verated two trucks in the hauling of coal to the many aect- 
» • c: * ' ' * T(i of MiUpoint and Hubert Miller of HiUaboro 

r:w - W * ol 4 locally to atores,private homes and a vast 

w * 1 * * 4r,s C* 1 ducation and was delivered to the =any echoole 
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'X Bartholomew paid a royalty of BO.ota.per ton to the Clarh hel r8 The 
alach or fine coal was use, in burning li me as Bartholon. had a draw hlln 
at the foot of Oroop Mountain which he operated in connexion with the coal 
mine this kiln was on the H.W Beard farm where there la - abundance of lim- 
tstone of high analysis,end here they put out thousands * tuns of burned 
line both- in the rock and slacked lime that was bought by the farmers of Po¬ 
cahontas County,Bartholomew employed from J to 5 men durix^ the summer months 


besides his truckers. 

The Briery Knob land was sold in 1939 to the liiitei States Of America 
but reserving the coal,oil gas and other mineral rights aM at this time Bar¬ 
tholomews contract had expired and since that time the mia* has been idle as 
the steel v.as all taken up and disposed of but this mcnmtaii is full of high 
e rade coal and no doubt when other fields are exhausted^ tais mine will be op¬ 
ened up again. 
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1 Industry.Cnnucl 0 Salth Killrboro, .~t. Pocahontas County. 

_ 0r< cnbrier Ore CoKpnny.- 

5 Xn July 22 19^0 thlo oonpony r;ns Incorporatcd,lta prlnclp 1 offic- 

<6 in the Capital City Building in Charleston,and to date they have work- 

W ,iU> both Pocahontas And Or< cnbrlcr County .Their charter Tor the Tailoring 

7 ton , lnt atrip or process sll hinds of min era lo. coal and other su rface a nd 

subsurface products Including I ron O re,lanEanese. Coal. Oil and Gas. 

The Incorporators cere Rush. lather U and A Rush headers all ol 
and A.V Hunter of Marlinton.T7.Va. 

Char lest on. v.'.Va.and during 1940 and 4l they were operating on and near Brow¬ 
ns fountain on the farms of James Reed,& Raymond and Sterl Shinabcrry and the 


Amos 1'claughlin place. 

The equipment used was a steam shovel a bull dozer and a drill 
they h&vin^ contracted the hauling of the Ore .It y.tb trucked to Marlinton 
and there ground and * made ready for the smelter that was constructed to 
t test of its purity,in making this test they filled the naHeshift 
•aeltcr furnace with & mixture of iron ore, limestone and coal this was 
called a smelter fumacf,trhen the test was finished they had a pile of 
iron of varying degrees of perfection and purity but but they jueped at a 
u r.rt m lively fashion. This test was made in March 1941 another test 
a if with a ?0 foot stack of ria son ry const ruction. 

Ir0 ° 0r< 11 found ll » sections of Pocahontas Oounty but 

especially Is this true on . 

on the eastern part of the Greenbrier River espec 


/ WT tri Browns Itountain.The Suckley SoonUlat extending 

. 0 =e*v«r Creek,Enapps Creek and extending to Treat and beyond .Oacar 
f oconnel i. projecting in the Heaverlick fountain, and ha. been alnct 

19 W). 

If iron Ore is found toK'k paying Quantities Pocahontas Co- 

untr ciU eealn to. « boo. lit. .b. t»4 ***** operation. 

that took place from I5S0 to 1925* 

Pocahontas County ia rich in natural resources aa we find coal 

in »ny sections of the! county especially the northwestern part as ther. 
is coal on Cheat,Oauley,Ilk,Elack, Jtountalns some of which has been open¬ 
ed up but the greater part has never been opened up for the simple reaso 
it is most all found back a considerable distance from the R R and the 
hard road therefore until the other fields play out Pocahontas County* 
coal no doubt will not be opened up to a very graat extent until that 
time,coal is eleo found and has been mined on Briery Knob v 

It is hoped there is oil in Pocahontas County,but in all the 
drilling none have been successful as yet as they have drilled in cany 
cections of the county but most of this was done on \7illiame River soai 
time aco out they plugged up the holes and left. 

-r timber is practically gone and it is hoped someone will 
^ im * ~" € cot *»lron tnd any other reaourcea of county. 






i Industry.3.G Smith Pocahontas County. 
f,*' S <nicral bellef thot John hod the first circular 

l i« operation in Pocahontas County,this operation took place at the 
J of Knapps Creek sometime in the SO s . 

, j.B Buck ley. Euok eye. W.Va. 

Jillism Ferry had an up and Down mill 2 miles from Huntersville about IS 90 


jc cunnings Crtek. 


Inf.R.L Sym6.Huntersvi lle.T7.Va. 

64_ 

Henry McCormick is supposed to be the first nan that filed a band saw 
this ras during the operation of the mite fine by the St.Iawrenoe Boom 4 Mfg, 

Oo. that had their Bill at Ronceverte but got jrhe logs in Pocahontas Oounty. 
lsf.J.3 Buck ley. Buck eye.i7.Va. 



I learn from some of the writings of Hr. ~r.drew 
Price that he had made two visits to the flint quarries 
or flint pits on Stamping Creek, near Hill Point. These 
workings are in sight of the State highway known as the 
Seneca Trail on Hr. Tom 3 eard’s farm about a mile and a 
half back of his residence, in a fine blue grass pasture. 
There are several hundred of the pits. 

The most remarkable thing is that part of the 
range that has been called the Rich Garden for the past one 
hunarea or so years. It is a pasture now but Hr. William 
Beard farmed it for a number of years. Tnough the land 
has ueen plowed many times, the pits are plain to be seen. 
At first sight it looks-like a place that had been a vil- 
lage, where houses had been set close together walls touch¬ 
ing, and under each house there h:.d been a cellar. This 
little hollow owes its great fertility to the disintegra¬ 
tion of the limestone, and there can be little doubt but 
that a large numoer of boulders or flint nodules were 
deposited there and that the Indians worked the land to 
a depth of some ten or twenty feet to get the flint. 

iCearby are piles of round river sandstone or 
hammer atones and Hr. Price says that near these flint 
quarries these hamner stones or nut oreoicers are i„var- 
lonly found. K. 3. Dunlap who lived on Stumping Creels 

.eld that those hammer atones ware to be found in great 
quantities there. 

rkr r * ; . r. _ 
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sr r s-itb HlHebcro.-.'Ta.rocahontfts Co. 

Tree And Industry. ^ ' ?- 

3 r o&d r.TLniton« cc»l4 »«■ «•* J ' rl “ ^ ** 4 th ' *« ,Ut> 

■ top of Price MU «re used Is »= Ocurt-Pouee .Iso the pier, of 

_ +hf . Greenbrier at Larlinton came from Jtrice 

W the Old covered bridge across the G 

and Kee Flats. 

About 1775 John Sruff ey car* to Arerics from Ireland he having lea¬ 
rned the .tone aa.on trade before coming to this country and It .a. he and 
hi. ancestors that did most of the atone cork In Pocahontas County in the 
latter part of the 17 th eertury and the ISth he and hla sons .ere no»ed for th- 
eir fine stone work and it was JohnJBruffey with the assistance of hie sons 
John,Patrick,and Hark that built the rock house for Jonathan HcNeill near the 
entrance of HcClintic Farms on Swago Creek,they lived in the Swago Community 


at that time.John Bruffey was a noted stone worker and today you find many of 
the tombstones that were erected from 1775 to IS07 were made by him from rock 
from various parts of the county but the most of them came from Brufif eys Creek 


you find these stones in the jjclleel cemetary in the Little Levels also at the 
.-'jcfccan Cemetery above Hillpoint end at the Cloonan or Kee graveyard An the Ke- 


e : l£.tB aleo made v.hat was known as grave rocks cut out of our native san- 

_ < . on e h« Ehfcpf ja f a casket ^llhese were placed over the grave and made a shel— 
;«r from the etones end today you find some of these rocks at the JlcNeel Ceoet- 
^ *' *--point ; nd Hillsboro, we no doubt would have more of his work to 



n<s arc still in uee in the North Fork L'ill,Eruff ey later became Sheriff of 
tfchor.te8 County,he died IS53. 


A fort tob ouilt of n ative sandston e at the forks of North Fork and 
1775 for the protection of the settlement from the Indians 
foundation rock and the chimney rock were moved by peter 
tr iC£ rrd UtCd ln d " relllo «* of the North Fork terretory in later years. 

AC, i yy r,;B B otone mr.eon built hundreds of cellars 

* r crn<1 rock ln thf COe and up lQ tbf ?0b 

quarry* in tht Ztt Flats either the Fleaini 
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Kt ct r.nd InAistry.S^ePc Smttk Kiliacorc.“.T*.?oc*h»t*s 
y,th* Llghtr.er c.uarry or on Price *jn 'com as Jrrico Flats,rbat li 


:1 


Kld to ot the oU<.t cut^S‘l=r.fT 1= thl. «'«!“■ of th. county 1. In th. 

E(< rl£ts built about -aoo by Gtorge I.« <*« =•=« fro. Tyron. Ir.land In 
I7 g0 h« built a double log boua. and bnd tbl. chl=,,y bull* fro. rock fro. 

, he Fl.xing. ;uarry no. om.d by John Ko»«tU after bis pa.alng bl. .on John 
.John lived in tb. log bouee rbloh one burned during the ... about 64 and to¬ 
day this chimney la In u.e at the same location being rebuilt In 1935 by or- 
orgf Hefner this property is owned by the deemdants of George & John See 
yrlvijL See end Kiddie lie laugh lin.Cn the See fountain is a randstone^ quarry of 
X thinner rock that heve been worked out by stone mason for hearth rook that 
^ were used with the old fireplace so common in all the older houeeaof Pocaho¬ 
ntas County and especially the ones of the rural sections. 

George Hefner who lives on Flk Mountain learned the Stone Mason tra 
de when quite a young mnn working with George Overholt he has built 113 sand 
rock chimneys to this time and has made and erected some 10 to 12 tombstones 
to uhe hefners the rock used came from Flk Mountain and the farm of A.Y7 Llg- 
-ackeye. (< illiam C McNeill also cut tombstones from our native 
^i.Uon Dry Creek of Swago these stones or markers were made abou 
“ r!a 6re Up in *hc cemetery at the lower church at Buckeye, 
rrict , cCOmb built thf ctAnf fervtt»c fW* i-nMfd vi] 




I 
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& Industry Scxuel G 3~ith Hillsboro. «.Ta. Pocahontas Tounty. 
^nastone both of the cut roo k end creek rock type hcv« hfen used very 


0iV cly in M.Va. and especially in Focahc: p in building rock or st. 

oa e houses these rock are used for the outer walls,some of thfse houses are 
f / 0 und at our state parks. 

I.uch of Pocahontas Couatys secondary road system is made from sand ro< 
that is covered with slate and shal<^ which is found in many sections of the Co 
unty especially at Hun tersv ille and Fro6t where our best shale is found,the s 
ate road from Marlinton to Greenbank is made of gravel known as Chert that rai 
taken from the farms of Sherman Gibson at Frost and T7.H Earlow at Hunterevi 
State route 219 known as Seneca Trail between Hillsboro and Uillpoi 
was made of limestone this distance is 2 mile and this stretch of road is e 

to be the longest stretch of straight road in the state. 

\/ 

^ Pocahontas County has a sandstone on Droop Mountain that is a goo< 

glass sand remarkably pure sand^her sand found in the county is not as pi 
but has been used very extensively in cement work especially in R R bridge 
piers, sidewalk const ruction, the bridge across the Greenbrier at Marlinton 
‘ f ^oth made with Pocahontas sand and river gravel,the sidewalk 

rlinton are mostly made of sand and gravel taken from the be 
•z* "mnbrlcr r lv*r. 

r 


ao ounty has limestonc^both the Fatton a nd Union are coa 

s rock * m found 


- 1 ' ' ' ' - l»f >o rt W 
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EfV A industry 9 fl*ucl 0 Saitb Hillsboro.».7a.Pocahontas County.Page 5 
h«ad of Locust Creek and scattered over a ^rsater part of Little 
(U and sections of Swago Creek therefore our rock formations hold a 
future in both a commercial and industrial way es much of then are un- 

t> m ' 

j.vilopcil largely because t here le lade ofj en ;lu.t-JCqllow_ thf stonema son tort 
the mny buildings end rails along the state roads attract the attention of 
tourists from outside the state end they marvel at the beautlfulyjenery In 
high mountain peeks covered erlth rock cliffs and trees.these areas are 
ered trlth mild flovers and other plant life that helps make our county one 
Bfthe most beautiful counties In the ctat e,.:lth much of her natural reaouroe 
undeveloped . 

In army sections of Pocahontas County you find sh ale a nd clay suitabl 
for the nanufacture 0 f brick and tile the richest section of this formation 


is 1$ riles southwest of Buckeye,howerer it is found on Browns fountain and c 

t>.< west fork of the Greenbrier River north of Durbin to the Randolph Ciunt} 

| lir.e.The true fire clay that resists high furnace temperature has never been 

I 11s cove red in this county llor.cver they use a red cla y in the buildlnd of cut 

/ 

| . . * rs that .ihfa dry becomes very hard and holds the rock in the wall 

1 c! m.Lh cellars are found over Pocahontas County! especially 4t the old 



fctt«at«*ds ia rural sections. 

'.ty hat rrmuy ? in*ml springs th< ones cost used are th 




xz ie deli T , r _ 


to usrllnton to many people os their ra i„ drtnWne ^ 
principally calcium, rog nceium,and sulphur.Ulnnehoha Sorlnca 


■^Ms rat ct ie 


Springe the largest of 


our alneral springs hae been developed into , 




." " E ou "”« resort and knOTO r ar 

car for Its .wimmlng pool,this P ool along with the hotel attract nany P .op- 
le from this state and from outside as the water Is pure .with very high mine¬ 
ral purity and content.Th e Dr oop yoymt aln Spring located on the eastern end 
of Droop fountain and owned by Remus Cut Up has been used bty many people In 
the county as well as many from outside the county and state and many people 
report cures from this water in many internal disorders. Most of our mineral 
springs la ck developmen t while others lack roads to take mineral water seek- 
ers to them therefore our mineral springs are very much undeveloped save for 
the cnee mentioned that have given results. 

Infor=£tion.C. < Price.LiLrlinton.Tr.Va. 
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